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Summary 


Student learning objectives (SLOs) are one way to measure 
individual teachers’ contributions to their students’ learning 
growth. The SLO process is a “participatory method of setting 
measurable goals, or objectives, based on the specific 
assignment or class, such as the students taught, the subject 
matter taught, the baseline performance of the students, and 
the measurable gain in student performance during the course of 
instruction.” This method is an alternative to the more generally 
used value-added modeling with standardized test scores, which 
may not be available or appropriate for all teachers and subjects. 
This report presents information on the use of SLOs in teacher 
evaluation systems in 30 states. It aims to inform state and local 
policymakers engaged in creating or supporting the development 
of teacher evaluation systems that include SLOs. 


I r NATIONAL CENTER for 
I fr™ ^ EDUCATION EVALUATION 
■ W W and REGIONAL ASSISTANCE 

Institute of Education Sciences 



REL 2014-013 

The National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE) conducts 
unbiased large-scale evaluations of education programs and practices supported by federal 
funds; provides research-based technical assistance to educators and policymakers; and 
supports the synthesis and the widespread dissemination of the results of research and 
evaluation throughout the United States. 

March 2014 

This report was prepared for the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) under Contract 
ED-IES'12'C-0009 by Regional Educational Laboratory Northeast & Islands administered 
by Education Development Center, Inc. The content of the publication does not neces- 
sarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education nor does 
mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the 
U.S. Government. 

This REL report is in the public domain. While permission to reprint this publication is 
not necessary, it should be cited as: 

Lacireno-Paquet, N., Morgan, C., & Mello, D. (2014). How states use student learning objec - 
tives in teacher evaluation systems: a review of state websites (REL 2014-013). Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for 
Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Regional Educational Laboratory North- 
east & Islands. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs. 

This report is available on the Regional Educational Laboratory website at http://ies.ed.gov/ 
ncee/edlabs. 


Summary 


Motivated by the need to improve teaching and learning and by federal priorities reflected 
in requirements for grant programs such as Race to the Top and the Teacher Incentive 
Fund, many states are developing teacher evaluation systems that include measures of 
individual teachers’ contributions to their students’ learning growth. One way to measure 
teacher impact is with student learning objectives (SLOs) — an alternative to the more 
generally used value-added modeling with standardized test scores, which may not be 
available or appropriate for all teachers and subjects. This report gathers information on 
the use of SLOs in educator evaluation systems in 30 states. It aims to inform state and 
local policymakers involved in creating or supporting the development of teacher evalua- 
tion systems that include SLOs. 


